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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives

Establishing research priorities is essential for optimizing scientific impact and
ensuring that funding is directed toward high-priority areas. This study aimed
to identify research priorities for the High Institute for Research and Education
in Transfusion Medicine (IRETM) for the period 2023-2026, through the
active participation of leading experts and key stakeholders.

Materials and Methods

This qualitative study applied a systematic process based on international
models and conventional content analysis. Diverse stakeholder, including
policymakers, academic faculty, provincial blood centers directors, and
scientific societies, participated in the prioritization process through a
combination of in-person meetings, group discussions sessions, scoring, and
online communication platforms. Scoring criteria were adapted from the
"Essential National Health Research" approach, comprising 12 evaluative
items. Among these, three criteria were considered essential, including the
adequacy and effectiveness of available information, ethical considerations,
and legal aspects. Failure to meet any of these three criteria resulted in the
exclusion of the proposed subjects from the priority list. Data were finalized
using structured forms and reviewed by expert and project coordination groups.
Final topics and subjects were determined using a quantitative scoring method.
In the final stage, the list of subjects under each area was reviewed and
approved by Research Council.

Results

A total of 161 prioritized research subjects, categorized in to 13 areas, were
approved by the steering committee (Research Council) and presented as final
research priorities. The highest numbers of subjects were found in the
categories of "Donation and Donors", "Blood Safety" and "clinical aspect of
Blood Transfusion" reflecting participants’ perception of their Strategic
significance. Other areas such as quality system, plasma and its derivatives,
and immunohematology were also notable.

Conclusions

This study showed that using an integrated approach, coupled with active
engagement from diverse stakeholders, enhances to identify research needs and
strengthens the prioritization process. Compared to earlier versions, the new
list featured a notable increase in the number of proposed topics and a broader
scope of coverage.

Key words: Needs assessment, Research Priorities, Research Activities, Blood
Transfusion
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